
#1
 Dan & Debbie’s Creamery
Ely, Iowa

Owned and operated by Dan and Debbie Takes, this 
family enterprise embraces the farm-to-table concept by 
supplying retail dairy products from the Takes’ herd of 150 
cows.

In 2013, they purchased an old lumber yard building 
located less than five minutes from their farm. In between 
the morning and night milkings, the family spent all of their 
free time making the necessary changes to the building to have 
it ready to produce value-added dairy products. Nearly three 
years later, on July 20, 2016, the family made their first vat of 
cheese using the milk from their own dairy farm.

Today, Dan and Debbie’s Creamery is a popular local 
source of squeaky cheese curds, handcrafted ice cream, and 
cream-top milk. The family has big plans for further product 
expansion in the future. The tour will include a behind-the-
scenes look at their processing facility, along with their 
attractive retail space, and a chance to visit with Dan and 
Debbie personally.

2018 Brown Swiss Convention

Industry Tours

    The excitement is building for the 2018 National Brown Swiss Convention, hosted by the Iowa Brown Swiss Association.  Iowa recently 
was rated the 2018 overall “#1 Best State” by U.S. News and World Report magazine, and the Iowa Brown Swiss breeders are eager to 
show off a number of unique, interesting and exciting locations the state has to offer. 
    Tour day is Thursday, June 28. A farm tour to Jo-Lane Dairy and Hilltop Acres Farm is on the agenda, along with two non-farm options.

#2
Kinze Manufacturing
Williamsburg Iowa

The Kinze brand planters, grain carts and other implements 
operated on farms throughout the United States and around the 
world are the fruits of a single man’s ingenuity and labor. Jon 
Kinzenbaw opened a small welding shop in Victor, Iowa in 1965. 
Since then, Kinze Manufacturing has grown into one of the 
largest privately held agricultural manufacturers in North 
America. 

One early Kinze innovation – the first-ever single-axle, low-
profile grain cart with giant, high-flotation tires – was introduced 
in 1971, and revolutionized grain-handling during harvest.  

Based on input from his farmer friends, Kinzenbaw invented 
a rear-folding planter toolbar in 1975, which changed the way vir-
tually every brand of row-crop planters was designed from that 
point forward. 

The morning at Kinze will feature a factory tour of the mas-
sive Kinze manufacturing facility, along with a tour of the impres-
sive Kinze Innovation Center, which showcases Kinze’s rich heri-
tage and highlights technology shaping the future of farming. 



Industry Tours
Amana Colonies

Both of these non-farm tours then will converge for a joint lunch and tour of 
Iowa’s historic Amana Colonies. Lunch will be served at the Ox Yoke Inn, located in 
Main Amana. An Amana Colonies tradition since 1940, the Ox Yoke Inn features 
traditional, family style meals made from timeless Old World German and American 
recipes. 

Following lunch, guests will take a two-hour motor coach tour of the Amana 
Colonies, a settlement of seven villages established in 1855 by a group of German 
immigrants escaping religious persecution. They brought with them the food and 
customs of their homeland, and embraced communal-style living. Farming and the 
production of wool and calico supported the community, but village enterprises – 
everything from clock-making to brewing – also were vital, and well-crafted products 
became a hallmark of the Amanas. 

The communal model of living was abandoned during the Great Depression. But 
the Amana people strove to preserve their heritage by establishing the Amana 
Society, Inc., which manages the farmland, fabric mills and other enterprises, and 
preserves the Amana Colonies as a tourist destination. Now a National Historic 
Landmark, the Amana Colonies attract hundreds of thousands of visitors each year.

Following the tour, guests will have an hour to shop in the Amanas before 
returning to the convention headquarters hotel in Iowa City at 5:00 p.m.

Cost of each tour is $25.00 per person, and reservations should be made when 
registering for the full convention.




