
Farm Name: Voelker Kiley Farms 

Family Members: Spouse Kayla and 

old in February.

Previous & Current Work 
Experience (if not a full-time 
breeder):
breeding decisions in my cattle and 

shows. I work at Mayo Clinic Rochester as an Allergist/
Immunologist.

Educational Background:
Kansas City; Internal Medicine residency at Mayo Clinic 

bred numerous All-American nominations.

ski and spend time outdoors.

Farm Name: 
Bridport, VT

Family Members: Husband Seth 
Pope, children Rowdy 12 and Remy 
10

Previous & Current Work 
Experience (if not a full-time 
breeder):

Educational Background:

Animal Science

Milk 600 head and crop 2500 acres. 

All American Senior Best Three 2023, 1st International Brown 
Swiss Show. 

Whipsaw

Farm Name: Meadow Brook Farms, 
Manitowoc, WI

Family Members: 

Previous & Current Work 
Experience (if not a full-time 
breeder):
Herd and Sire Analyst (May 2013-
May 2015) 
Select Sires Inc. as Sire Analyst (April 2017-Current) 
Meadow Brook Dairy Farms LLC (May 2015-Current)

Educational Background:

Currently milking 40 registered Brown Swiss cows and 400 

15 Homebred Bulls in A.I. 

2020 National Brown Swiss Young Breeder Award

2022 National Holstein Association Distinguished Younger 
Breeder Award

Packers, Brewers, Badgers, and Bucks games. Cruising around 



Farm Name: Random Luck, 
Darlington, WI

Family Members: Daughter, Allison, 
23, Son, Matthew, 21

Educational Background: UW-

Science

Premier Breeder WDE, Southeast & Southwest National shows 

Farm Name: 

Family Members: 
along with our children, Kristin, 
Mikayla, Kelsey, and William, are 

Previous & Current Work 
Experience (if not a full-time 
breeder): I am employed at Zoetis, 

Educational Background:

4-H Dairy Contest in Madison.

1. How do we break the stereotype about Brown Swiss calves

to breed? What are your suggestions for addressing this issue?

First, I want to congratulate all the breeders 

breeds is important.

made decisions on which cows to keep and which to part with. 
I know it sounds drastic, but we needed cows that could make 
money in the stalls we had. Now we do things maybe a bit 



 We need to share success stories and 

rates, etc., can help to debunk the “slow to start” myth. We can 

HCR, and CCR in our selection programs will help us buck that 
stereotype. By showing consistent genetic progress in these areas, 

 Brown Swiss Cattle do carry some strong 

 These are areas that our breed has worked on through the 

2. The world population of Brown Swiss is over 4 million. What
can we do to look more outside our borders to promote US
genetics? What can the association do to promote US Brown
Swiss genetics outside our borders, beyond traveling to these
countries?

Brown Swiss Associations can promote US genetics. I think 

US genetics because we would actually be able to compare more 
apples to apples then. I think the US brown Swiss Association 

talking about US genetics and post on international pages.

the world. Find an international publication to partner with once 

 There are three things that I think we can 

 I think the bulletin is a great way to promote 

3. What other new ways can the association drive revenue to
grow the viability of the Brown Swiss Association?

Discussion with breeders and key leaders in the 

communication and collaboration with key stakeholders can 

 Partner with nutrition and health companies 

be an answer. As an association, we must communicate with other 

that work. Reaching out to other species with breed associations 
could lead to some new ideas.



contact and communication on what the association can do to add 

4. What role do you see Registered cattle, in particular Brown
Swiss, playing in the future of the dairy industry?

 I see registered Brown Swiss Cattle playing an 

with Brown Swiss show animals being in new herds and in herds 

marketing potential.

being registered in my mind; it’s the pedigree and the generations 
behind said registered animal. I always say it costs no more to 

In our own dairy, we purchased some deep cows with pedigrees 

animals. 

us, that is enough.

growing A2/A2 and high-component markets, ensuring their 

something that purebred breeders can still aspire to.

5. What impact do you see genomic testing playing in the
development of the Brown Swiss breed? What can be done to
promote more genomic testing?

 Increased genomic testing can increase the 

AI companies and establishing multinational genomic testing 

promote more genomic testing.

make. I do think that more animals should be tested to gather 

our own little herd. 

to get more people to genomic test their herd. Sometimes that is 

a breed with a smaller population like ours, this can accelerate 

buyers, while adding to our genomic base and increasing 
reliability.

The more animals we test, the more accurate the predictions 
become. To increase testing, the association could look at a closer 
partnership with a testing company that could actually help 


